Fetal surgery: it has a past, has it a future?
The past history of fetal surgery is briefly reviewed. The current controversies revolving around the fetal treatment of hydrocephalus and obstructive uropathies (posterior urethral valves, prune belly syndrome, hydronephrosis) are compared and contrasted with the remarkably similar controversies that raged when fetal transfusions were first introduced. The future of fetal surgery is discussed in the light of the ethical issues raised by the prospect of fetal surgery and the rather disturbing medicolegal climate. There are already important legal precedents which will affect the field of fetal surgery. The strong opinion is expressed that fetal surgery must only remain an option offered to the mother and never forced upon her.